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1 How beautiful you are, my darling! 
…

Eat, friends; Drink and imbibe deeply, O lovers. – Song 4:1-5:1

Note about Interpretation of the Book

I’ve been arguing that the Song of Solomon is chronological throughout the book, tracing a godly 
courtship, wedding, and maturing marriage (NOT just a collection of poems not organized by time). 
This argument hinges largely on the honeymoon passage. Here’s the supporting evidence:

1. Wedding procession was in 3:6-11 (v. 11 says it is “on the day of his wedding”)
2. Twice before the wedding, Solomon or the bride say, “do not arouse or awaken love until it 

pleases [until it’s desirable (until the time is right)]” (Song 2:7, 3:5) – they say it again at the 
end of the book (8:5), but you’ll see that’s the lovers reminiscing later that it was worth the wait

3. The bride is wearing a wedding veil in 4:1 (this passage is their consummation after the 
wedding).

4. He calls her “bride” six times in 4:1 – 5:1; this is the first time he’s called her his bride.
5. Solomon describes the intimate parts of her body for the first time in chapter 4, after the 

wedding.
6. Solomon makes reference to her virginity in 4:12.
7. She invites him to enjoy her body for the first time at the end of chapter 4.

In marriage, ________________ + _____________________ =  ____________________.

Tenderness
- In words (v. 1-7)

o Praises her complete beauty!
o Eyes, hair, teeth, lips, mouth, cheeks, neck, breasts (8 compliments)

 This is the woman who thought she wasn’t beautiful. 
o Focused on her, not on himself.

- In touch (v.8-11)
o come be  with me…away from Lebanon, leave your father mother, leave your 

worries, leave the past, come be with me, I will take care of you, I will be here 
for you

Be patient,  woo  her  into  intimacy (women are  crock pots,  remember);  God’s 
rigged it that way

French(?) kiss – designed to start engines



- In intimacy (v. 12- 15)
o Garden – an oasis for the one who owns it

A Garden Locked up (v. 12) – not a public park for anyone, but a private garden 
for the owner (her virginity) (so also a “spring enclosed”; a “sealed fountain”)
A Desirable Garden (v. 13-14)
A Fully-Satisfying Garden (v. 15) – Thirst Quenching

o Note these compliments aren’t visual; they’re vulnerable – you are everything I 
need and want

His Tenderness answers the three questions every woman has:
Am I beautiful, am I valuable, am I worth the pursuit?

Responsiveness
16 Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! 
Blow on my garden, that its fragrance may spread abroad. 
Let my lover come into his garden and taste its choice fruits. 

- Awake (in contrast to “do not awaken or arouse love until it’s time) – now it’s time!
o North wind
o South wind

- “His garden” – taste what you want, I’m your garden.

Her Responsive shows respect, meets his needs and satisfies his desires.

Satisfaction (5:1) (with God’s approval  -- this is what I made sex for!)

Application:
1. Where’s the logjam?

a. Tenderness
b. Responsiveness

Communicate
Husband: What can I do to be more tender? 
Wife: What can I do to be more responsive?

If the past is the problem, there is forgiveness. 
Don’t stay hung up on a problem. Get help!

If your mate is the holdup--
Philippians 4:6-7

You want a Protective Wall Around Your Relationship, 

not a Divisive Wall BetweenYou. H W
H W


