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The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s. 
- Song of Solomon 1:1        - The Greatest Song by Solomon

What’s this book about?
It’s a love “song” (series of poems) which tells the story of the courtship, wedding, honeymoon, 

and deepening marriage (including a fight and resolution) of King Solomon and his bride.

Outline of the Song of Solomon
1:1-3:5 Attraction & Courtship Includes Excitement, Passion, Pursuit, Insecurities, 

Fears, Reassurance, and Restraint of a Relationship 
before marriage

3:6 – 4:1 Wedding Ceremony Includes the pomp and celebration of the Big Day, 
highlighting the beauty and value of the Bride and 
celebrating that the Wait is over

4:1-5:1 Honeymoon Most erotic passage in the Scriptures
5:2 – 
8:14

Maturing Marriage Includes Conflict, Resolution (Even closer than 
before), Keeping Romance & Passion Alive, 
Gratefulness for a Great Relationship

I. Who are the characters? There are four.

King Solomon - son of King David by Bathsheba who ruled Israel 40 years (971 – 931 
BC)

Solomon was born somewhere around the 20th year reign of David (first child of Bathsheba who 
survived); David reigned 40 years, so Solomon was about 20 years old when He became king.

971BC - Solomon anointed King (1 Kings 2:38ff.)

[At least] Three years pass (1 Kings 2:39) before 1 Kings 3:1*     
(* we’ll come back to this)

His Bride - A beautiful peasant girl 

Within the 3-5 years between his coronation and 1 Kings 3:1, The Song of Songs 
takes place and is written down.

I believe it is very likely in this time frame (Solomon probably 20-25 years old):
Solomon meets, is attracted to, falls in love, weds and grows in marriage relationship with 

His bride.
He writes about their love story, calling it the Greatest Song.



She is very possibly King David’s nurse Abishag from Shunem, 30 miles northwest of Jerusalem 
(1 Kings 1:1-4). In the Song of Solomon 6:13, Solomon calls his bride a Shulammite (one from 
Shunem), she would have met him, she was an unmarried (virgin) country girl who came in contact 
with the royal family…it says she was beautiful. BTW, she’s in her teens at the beginning of the book.

Why isn’t she named? She is definitely the star of the book. She represents all women dreaming 
of the man who will pursue her and woo her and be committed to her. I don’t think it tells us her name 
because ladies, this could be you. She is the Cinderella discovered, not by the prince, but by the 
King.

The Daughters of Jerusalem – The Bride’s girlfriends
They give encouragement and advice to and receive advice from the Bride on how to proceed in a 
love relationship.  The Bride is the first one in their group to get married and they are “in the loop”.
These are the girls who all go to the bathroom together; these are the girls you must impress if you 
want a relationship with a girl. These are the bride’s BFFs.

God – Looking on in the Honeymoon

After Solomon says, “If you were honey, I would eat you, If you were milk, I would drink you”

God says, “Eat, O friends, and drink; drink your fill, O lovers.”

This is the message of the Book:  God created sexual love to be fully and abundantly enjoyed in 
the context of two people committed in marriage. Sex in this context has at least six purposes:

Celebration of Oneness (Genesis 2:24) Comfort (2 Sam 12:24)
Deepening of Oneness (Song of Solomon, 1 Cor 7) Protection – from temptation (1 Cor 7:5)
Pleasure (Song of Solomon – they’re enjoying it) Children (Gen 1:28) – but not in SoS

But we have to address the biggest problem of the book.
The man who writes the definitive word (God’s Word) on erotic love in marriage: the beauty and 

joy, the romantic pursuit and valuing the wife, and the powerful bond of sexual love in marriage…later 
________________________________________

1 Kings 3:1 – Solomon makes a “marriage alliance” with Pharoah
1 Kings 3:5 –God grants Solomon any request, Solomon asks for “understanding heart” 

--wisdom 
1 Kings 4-10 –Solomon is BUSY, wisely ruling the Kingdom, strategically consolidating power, 

writing 3000 proverbs and 1005 songs (1 Ki 4:32); he builds the temple, a palace, a wall around 
Jerusalem; he establishes a tax system for the nation; he recruits 30,000 Israelites as forced labor; 
He masters land trade, capitalizing on Israel’s land bridge location; he masters sea trade, building a 
fleet of ships and using Phoenician sailors to ship out copper ore and bring back exotic products

1Kings 11:1-4 –?????????????????????? WHAT HAPPENED?

Ge 2 – _________________ Wall Around _____________________

Ge 3 – __________________ Wall Between ___________________

Eph 5:22-25

Col 1:15-23 – Jesus is taking us from Genesis 3 back to Genesis 2—believe (trust Him) and hold on 
to the Hope of the Good News!
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